
JANESVILLE-WESTERN STAR MASONIC CENTER TRESTLE BOARD 
E-MAIL: jvlmactr@gmail.com  Website: JVLMASONS.COM  

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAYS, 9 AM TO 11:00 AM EXCEPT HOLIDAYS CLOSED 
 

JANESVILLE-WESTERN STAR #55                    Worshipful Master Alex Petropoulos (303-944-3358)   
Larry Preston (608-201-2991) Secretary /Treasurer 
See us on Facebook: “Masonic Lodge Janesville” and “Janesville Western Star 55 Members” 
                                                                        

DEC   1 7:00PM TRUSTEE MEETING 
 

DEC   6 9:00AM DOUBLE MASTER MASON DEGREE 
 

DEC   8 6:00PM  DINNER 
  7:00PM STATED MEETING – ELECTION OF 2026 OFFICERS 
 

DEC 13 4:00PM JOBS DAUGHTERS MAJORITY CEMONY (See attached flyer) 
  5:00PM CHRISTMAS DINNER - RSVP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND 
 

DEC 22 NO MEETING 
 

Brothers of Janesville Western Star #55, 
 

2025 was a year that was as busy as it could be.  The Lodge doors open on an average of three days a 
week.  Not many Lodges are that active in their facility.  Our list of achievements is strong.  We had a 
good showing of members at just about all the events that we hosted and were invited to.  Our Ritual 
Training got off the ground, and we are starting to make headway by getting closer to hosting a 
degree.  The Annual Janesville Table Lodge has become established and is making calendars.  Several 
members joined appendant bodies like Scottish Rite and Eastern Star.  Several members became 
plural members at another Lodge, as well as several members of another Lodge joined our Lodge as 
plural members.  The Lodge hosted two Craft Fairs this year, with the help of Valerie Brinkman.  The 
Janesville Western Star Lodge is known for helping in the Masonic community, and that we do! 
 

For December, we are assisting the Toys for Tots program with a semi-trailer out in the parking lot, 
hosting a double Master Mason Degree on December 6th and we are assisting Bethel 21 with a Majority 
Ceremony for three of their members as well as having our Christmas gathering on December 13th.  
Our last meeting for the year is on December 8th.  This meeting was voted to be a formal meeting, 
dressed up. 
 

Brother Larry has informed us that he is no longer able to do the physical work going into 2026 of all 
the things he has done around the Lodge for decades.  There are big shoes to fill here.  This will take 
far more than the incoming Secretary is able to do.  As a Lodge, it is our responsibility to maintain the 
beautiful facility that has been built and maintained so well.  This will be a topic of discussion at the 
January retreat that is planned for January 17th at Ryan Central Inc. again. 
 

To say that it was an honor to serve as the Worshipful Master of the Janesville Western Star Lodge #55 
for 2025 is an understatement.  Thank you for the lessons that were learned, the growth that we 
experienced and the Fellowship and Commitment to making the Lodge and community a better place.  
Thank you all for making a difference. 
 

We should all look forward to what next year brings. 
 

Worshipful Master Alex Petropoulos 
 

SICKNESS AND DISTRESS:  If you know of a member who is suffering from an illness or other 
distress, please let the Lodge know.   
 

PROJECT 16:49 is one of the current projects of the Lodge. Project 16:49 is an organization that 
supports homeless youth through housing in Beloit and Janesville. 16:49 represents the time a student 
is dismissed from school until the next day school begins. Donations of Gift cards, Personal hygiene 
items (men’s and women’s), cleaning supplies and office, school & group activity supplies. Donations 
can be dropped off at the Lodge. 
 

Worshipful Master Alex Petropoulos    cell: 303-944-3358   email: alexpetropoulos@outlook.com 
 

Notice! If you have not paid your 2025 dues yet, you will be suspended on December 1. 
 

Dues notices have been emailed to all with the e-mail address of record.  Please make your checks out 
to “Janesville-Western Star Lodge” as the bank can reject if not properly designated. 

mailto:alexpetropoulos@outlook.com


 
 

JANESVILLE CHAPTER #69 - O.E.S.                                              HEIDI CORRO W.M. (608-346-0121) 
Rosie Fiscus Secretary (608 692-0530)                                                 MARK NELSON W.P. (608-835-7701) 

 
DEC 10     7:00PM STATED MEETING – INITIATION OF ALEX PETROPOULOS 
   PLEASE BRING ITEMS FOR PROJECT 16:49 
                                 Following the meeting we will have a New Years Party. Members please 
                                 bring an appetizer to share. 

Dress – formal  
Meeting Upstairs 
 

DEC 13 4:00PM  JOBS DAUGHTER MAJORITY CEREMONY 
  5:00PM  CHRISTMAS DINNER FOR BUILDING – RSVP IF YOU PLAN TO ATTEND 
 
There is only one meeting in December.  We are dark January and February.  We will be 
getting together in January for dinner at the Texas Roadhouse. Date TBD. 
 

In November we honored elected officers and held a pound auction.  We raised $127 for the 
Worthy Grand Matron and Worthy Grand Patrons project, Reach a Child.  
 

We were saddened by the loss of Sister Nancy Tiedeman, a 50 year member.  Her service was 
held on November 17.  The Chapter hosted the lunch. 
 

We still have a few members with outstanding dues.  Please pay your dues as soon as you 
receive the notice.  It makes the secretary’s job much easier.  Checks should be made out to 
“Janesville Chapter 69 OES” or similar.  The Bank has been rejecting checks not properly 
made. 
 

Thanks 
 
PGM Rosie Fiscus Secretary  
Oesrosebud@gmail.com 608 692-0530 

 

Let us know if you know of anyone needing Sunshine. 
Remember OES members are “Good People, doing good things for a good reason” 
**** Sunshine person for Janesville is: Judy Wiskia (608-346-8124) **** 
**** Sunshine person for Beloit is: Jane Sholes (608-295-2000) **** 
Please call them if you know of anyone who needs Sunshine or a “Thinking of You” card. 
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JANESVILLE’S 
TRESTLE-BOARD DESIGNS 

 E-mail: JVLMACTR@GMAIL.COM 

Website: jvlmasons.com 

DECEMBER 2025 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 
  

1 
JANESVILLE-

WESTERN STAR 
TRUSTEE 
MEETING  
7:00 PM 

2 
 

3 4 5 6 
9:00 AM   
DOUBLE 

 MASTER MASON 
DEGREE 

7 8 
JANESVILLE- 

WESTERN STAR 
#55 

7:00PM 
MEETING 

 

9 
 

10 
CHAPTER #69 

ODS  
7:00PM  
STATED  

MEETING 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
MEET,  

FELLOWSHIP, 
AND 

BREAKFAST 
9:00 AM 

CHRISTMAS 
DINNER AND 
MAJORITY 

CEREMONY  
4:00PM 

14 
 

15 
RED CROSS 

BLOOD DRIVE  
9:30AM-2:30PM 

 

16 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
MEET,  

FELLOWSHIP, 
AND 

BREAKFAST 
9:00 AM  

21 
 

22 
JANESVILLE- 

WESTERN STAR 
#55 
NO 

MEETING  
 

23 
 

24 
CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

25 
MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 

26 
 

27  
MEET, 

FELLOWSHIP, 
AND 

BREAKFAST 
9:00 AM 

 

28 

 
29 

 
30 

 
    

       
 

 

AMERICAN RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE:  The Trustees are providing our building 
to the American Red Cross as a courtesy to the community and the American Red 
Cross.  The American Red Cross will be holding a monthly Blood Drive every third 
Monday of the month from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm.  Please help support them.  Walk-
ins are welcome but appointments are best. Appointments can be made through 
the jvlmasons.com website and clicking on the Red Cross icon or by going to 

redcrossblood.org.  The next Blood Drives will be DECEMBER 15 & 
JANUARY 19.  These drives have been well attended, with the appointment 

schedule being filled; however, walk-ins are accepted when their schedule 
permits. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

NOTES FROM JANESVILLE-WESTERN STAR 55 TRUSTEES CENTER COMMITTEE  
 

Building Usage REVISED –The following rental rates for the building usage of the Dining area 
is $150/day. Usage of the kitchen will be $75/day with a $50 cleaning deposit to be returned if 
the kitchen is clean.  The entire building is $250/day.  Talk it up with your groups that might look 
at our building for holding meetings or dinners.  We work with various caterers dining area.  If 
the meeting only needs coffee and carbs, we can work out an agreement to satisfy those needs.  
Please contact Trustee Secretary Larry for more information.  

 
THE DAMAGED WINDOWS FROM THE VANDALISM AT $3,800+ HAVE BEEN INSTALLED AND 
THE TRIM WORK HAS BEEN COMPLETED.  THE GRAND LODGE INSURANCE PREMIUM WAS 
$7,990 FOR THE YEAR ENDING MAY 1ST 2025 AND THE DEDUCTIBLE RAISED FROM THE 
$1,000 TO $5,000.  THEREFORE, THE VANDALISM WILL NOT BE COVERED BY INSURANCE.  
THE DAMAGED CURTAINS AND BLINDS ON THESE WINDOWS HAVE BEEN REPLACED FOR 
ABOUT $300.  THE ROOF WAS INSPECTED TO DETERMINE IF ANY OF THE CEILING 
DAMAGE EXTENDED TO THE ROOF.  SINCE THE DAMAGED WINDOWS WERE DIFFERENT 
FROM THE UNDAMAGED, THE REMAINING WINDOWS HAVE BEEN UPGRADED SO ALL 
LOOK THE SAME. 
 

THE 40+YEAR OLD COMMERCIAL REFRIGERATOR HAS WORN OUT AND HAS BEEN 
REPLACED WITH A NEW UP TO DATE UNIT ALSO AT $3,800+.  THIS PUTS THE MASONIC 
CENTER WITH ABOUT AN $8,000 DEBT.  THE BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND HAS BEEN 
EXHAUSTED WITH INSPECTIONS AND MINOR REPAIRS. 
 

 
A BUILDING MAINTENANCE FUND has been established for future major repairs and updates.  
Examples include: roof replacement, Lodge room walls repaired and repainted, and Lodge room 
carpet replaced.  In the future, these will be prioritized and ordered, such as the Lodge room 
walls repair and repainted, etc.  We want to keep our facility looking and performing at its best, 
to preserve the building for future members, and maintain the building as good stewards of the 
craft.  We are paying on previous projects that have been made to keep the building operational. 
THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THESE PAST PROJECTS. 
 
SPECIAL NOTE – if your group needs to reserve a special date during the year, the Presiding 
Officer must contact Larry Preston (Building Manager) at 608-754-2475 OR 608-201-2991 as 
soon as possible for authorization.  The calendar has been moved to the office for better control, 
but I also keep another calendar at home for those calls received and later transferred to the 
lodge calendar.   If Larry is not contacted, the date might already be spoken for, resulting in 
someone else interrupting your event.  In addition, the building heating and cooling system is 
computer-controlled, and advanced notification is necessary to program in the usage dates so 
the desired room temperatures can be maintained. 

 
 

DON’T FORGET! KITCHEN AND DINING HALL USERS.  - A general cleanup of the kitchen, 
counters and wiping off of the tables (with the disinfectant premix IN THE SPRAY BOTTLES) 
must be done BEFORE AND AFTER each meeting’s refreshments.   We all need to police the 
area after our meetings to ensure we are up to the requirements of the Health Department at 
all times.  We are responsible for the cleaning of the Dining and Kitchen Area. Remember an 
individual using the kitchen to make gluten-free baked goods.  NOTE! PLEASE TAKE YOUR 
TRASH OUT WITH YOU AFTER YOUR EVENT.  LADIES, PLEASE NO PURSES IN THE 
KITCHEN OR ON THE COUNTER TOPS OR TABLES WHERE FOOD MAY BE PREPARED OR 
SERVED.  SEE THE KITCHEN RULES BOOK IN THE KITCHEN AND PLEASE OBSERVE. 
 



 
 


